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tions which they received were essentially identical, though
in detail the later abrogate the earlier, to wit, the Qur'dn
the Gospel, and the Gospel the Pentateuch (Tawrdf).
These three, together with the Psalms of David (Zubur)
and the Books of Abraham (Suhuf\ are the principal
Scriptures, but the total number of revealed books is esti-
mated by some as 104 and by others as 124. Of the
Prophets sent to all mankind (mursal) four (Adam, Seth,
Enoch or Idris and Noah) were Syrians; five (Hud, Sdlih,
Shu'ayb, Ishmael and Muhammad) were Arabs, and the
remainder of the Children of Israel. The five great Prophets
called Ulu'l-'Azm are Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad.

Section ii.   The Special Prophetic Function \pf Muham-
mad^  (Nubuwwat-i-Khdssd).   It  is  necessary to believe
that Muhammad was the last of all the Prophets,
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hood of             and that anyone after him who claims to be a

u' ma ' prophet is an unbeliever and should be killed
by the Muslims. Also that in every virtue and excdlence
he surpasses all other beings; that his "Light" (Ntir-i-
Mukammad} was created thousands of years before all
other creatures; that he was sent not only to all mankind
but to the/zVz72; and that his doctrine and law abrogate all
preceding ones.

Section Hi.   What is to be believed touching the Qur'dn.
It is the last and greatest of revealed Scriptures, abrogating
all others, and is the miracle of Muhammad.
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though not the product of his mind; it is
temporal (haditK), not eternal (qadim); was revealed in the
pure Arabic language (as were all the Scriptures, though
each prophet received his revelation in the language of his
people), and was sent down on the Laylatu'l-Qadr ("Night
of Worth") in its entirety from the Preserved Tablet
(Lawfai-Makffas), but was revealed by Gabriel in instal-
ments, as occasion arose, over a period of 23 years*